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Lake Mills, Jefferson County: Embraced in a Period of Ten Years, From 1837 to 1847, and While Wisconsin Was a
Territory Ladies and Gentlemen of Lake Mills: To fill up the gap from 1837 to 1894 would require fifty-seven
years and those years would only measure the time since my father s family settled here in 1837. To commence
at the beginning of this period with a backward look from today; to carefully scan the succeeding ten years,
bringing to the fore from that long buried past, the facts, incidents and prominent figures of that early
settlement, would seem to be a draft upon one s memory that could not be honored. Yet, knowing myself and
the tenacity of my memory, from those boyhood days, | know that it is clear, and True as the needle to the pole,
Or as the dial to the sun. From the storehouse of that memory, | have brought forth the facts and reminiscences
embodied in this address. Fiction is given no place and nothing is credited to the imagination. | only fear you
may set down as trifling and uninteresting, so much that is necessarily personal to myself in many of the
incidents herein related. But, being dear to me, | submit them to your kindly interest. | remember when a boy in
Vermont my father procured an old-fashioned atlas, with the apparently unsettled northwest territory traced
upon it, and calling my older brothers to him, pointed with his forefinger on the map to that portion of the
territory which began along the southern point of Lake Michigan, and...
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