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Plan Commission, St. Louis, Missouri Utility and lack of proper regard for appearances have been conspicuous
characteristics of American cities, but in recent years public opinion has manifested a decided reaction against
the distasteful, monotonous, and careless manner in which our streets, public buildings, and public open spaces
have been treated. Plans for improved appearances of waterfronts, for grouping of public buildings, and for
street treatment have made their appearance in many of the large as well as the smaller cities. We have
become conscious of the need for a means of expressing ourselves in our every-day environment in a manner
that shall reflect something besides the commercial spirit that has so greatly absorbed our attention. In the
improvement of the city s appearance we should not and will not blindly follow the lead of European cities,
though we may well profit by the beauty, the harmony, the spaciousness, and the architectural splendor of the
many examples they afford us. American cities should develop a form of civic art that is truly national, that in
originality may typify the spirit of the pioneer, that in simplicity rather than in ornateness of design may
represent the spirit of democracy, and that in strength and dignity of composition may envisage the faith and
confidence that is America s. Public buildings are the outward manifestation of civic spirit. They afford one of
the best opportunities for a municipality to give expression to its aspirations and ideals. It is for this reason that
large buildings should be well designed and given a proper setting. It has been customary for...
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