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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 166 pages. This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1847 Excerpt: . . . of the
attendance of the inferior clergy in parliament: and it appears from the Annals of Burton--sub. ann. 1255--that
the whole body of the clergy sat by representatives in the 39th of Henry III. History supplies other examples, and
none of them are mentioned by the writers of the time as a novelty: a strong presumption, certainly, that the
practice of representation was not altogether unknown long before the end of Henry the Thirds reign. If the
representation of counties before the close of the third Henrys reign be involved in doubt, that of cities and
boroughs may be considered more questionable, though supported by the authority of some eminent names. It
is true that in the Saxon times the towns were oJen places of considerable strength and importance, and that
London in particular had a great share in the politics of that troubled age. From Doomsday book it appears
that many boroughs included among their inhabitants persons of the rank of thanes, and owed military service
to the king; and that the burgesses held their lands and tenements in heritage. The Conquest indeed materially
aLected their prosperity, but they gradually recovered it, and they acted a conspicuous part in the obtaining of
Magna Charta, and the barons wars of Henry III. But whatever the growing importance of the boroughs, it is
diLicult to see on what ground, before they were incorporated, they could have claimed admission to the great
council. As on the continent, before the gift of charters of...
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