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.substitutes; it would appear that no chemist has dared to enter
this domain. Moreover, this is not a matter for surprise; the
substances in question consist of an assemblage of bodies
whose properties are badly known, which are about equally
indifferent to all reagents, and which do not represent
homogeneous chemical combination, but complex mixtures,
like rubber itself, of dissimilar compounds. Having had to make
numerous researches in this difficult path, I was led to study a
series of methods which appeared to remove, at least in part,
the analytical difficulties referred to; and, although this
research may be far from throwing complete light on the
obscure chemistry of rubber, I nevertheless hope that it may be
useful to those of my confreres who may be occupied with
similar questions, and contribute to augment and improve the
literature pertaining to this industry, which hitherto only
presents...
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