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the supports only by those lines which pertain to the standard
span, or that span from which we take our reduction basis and
pole distance. For lines in the other spans the above does not
hold good without modification. It is, however, always possible,
at least for from two to five symmetrical spans, to observe the
above conditions. In those cases where this is not possible, an
easy graphical multiplication of the segments by the square of
the ratio of the spans will give the moments. We see also the
reason why, for four symmetrical spans, the second and not the
first must be taken as the standard span. If the construction of
the moments over the supports is our sole purpose, as is in
practice the case, the polygon need not be drawn. We have only
to find our fixed points, and...
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