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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 edition. Excerpt: . 14th, as we could have no trains with us. This ends this
chapter and closes our fighting period. The following, received too late for its proper place in the chapter, is too
important to be omitted, as it gives the most correct estimate of Hood s force. It is from the National Tribune,
contributed by William E. Doyle, Stevensburg, Va., and describes the battle of Franklin. He says: The main
portion of the battle was one terrible rushof theentirerebel army to overwhelm the inferior numbers opposed to
them. It was like the flank attack on Sherman on the preceding 22d of July. Hood believed in these reckless
charges of masses of men to overwhelm the enemy, but failed against the western troops, who reduced his
troops from 85,000 at the beginning of the campaign to about 40,000 at Franklin. Of this number not 20,000
escaped from the battles of Franklin and Nashville, and Hood s army was no more in January, 1865. Hood s
intention was to crush the Union forces at Franklin and capture all of Thomas army south of the Harpeth river,
and for this purpose generals led their commands to the charge; on foot and in the merciless slaughter five of
them were killed, viz.: Major-General Pat Cleaburne, Brigadier-Generals John Adams, O. F. Strahl, S. R. Gist, and
H. B. Granberry. This exceeds any battle of the war in this particular, as we lost no generals. The charges at
Atlanta...
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