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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1892 edition. Excerpt: ... SUSAN EDMONSTONE FERRIER. 1782-1854. Odd people--The Ferriers--Birth
of Susan at Lady Stairs Close--Talent for mimicry--Visit to Inverary Castle--Marriage--The Inheritance--The
Black family--Destiny--Last visit to Abbotsford--Failure of eyesight--Death. DURING the last ninety years, we
must all admit that a vast improvement has taken place in the writing of novels. The stilted and artificial
language which delighted our forefathers has long ago disappeared. Even ordinary stories are more coherent
and better put together than some of the best novels of former days, the descriptions are more graphic and
picturesque, and the conversations more easy and natural; and yet those who wrote novels ninety years ago
had one immense advantage over us--they had a large mine of materials to draw from, which is now almost
exhausted. Odd people, full of strange eccentricities in dress, conversation, and habits, were then constantly to
be found, and supplied a stock of pomedy which we cannot expect to see in these modern times of rapid
travelling, penny postage, and cheap literature. Our friends are now ashamed of being peculiar, and the sharp
corners of even the most inveterate stayer at home gradually become fined down and smoothed away. Far
different was it in the beginning of the nineteenth century; then queer folks were as plenty as blackberries--fire-
eating squires, primitive spinsters, Scotch lairds who had never gone beyond their own county, abounded. Such
a harvest was an irresistible temptation to a novelist; it was impossible not to put these human curiosities into
a...
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