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public gathering places becomes disturbing to others, and the stereotype of the dangerous young black male is
perpetuated and strengthened. To understand the origin of the problem and the prospects of the black inner-
city male, it is essential to distinguish his experience from that of his pre-Civil Rights Movement forebears. In the
1950s, as militant black people increasingly emerged to challenge the system, the figure of the black male
became more ambiguous and fearsome. And while this activism did have the positive effect of creating
opportunities for the black middle class who fled from the ghettos, those who remained faced an increasingly
desperate climate. Featuring a foreword by Cornel West and sixteen original essays by contributors including
William Julius Wilson, Gerald D. Jaynes, Douglas S. Massey, and Peter Edelman, Against the Wall illustrates how
social distance increases as alienation and marginalization within the black male underclass persist, thereby
deepening...
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