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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Tennyson: An Inaugural Lecture Given in the Arts
Theatre of University College, Liverpool, November 1, 1901 Tennyson, of whose life we have all read, leaves a
strong impression of natural force, to which his poetry bears less perfect witness. He lived in a time and a land
needing the resistance of any artist who would not wish to resign his title and become afraid. He was a figure in
our stable, immemorial, dignified English society: he was ever in a deep harmony with its ruling caste; a way of
life which makes more surely for practice and high civic uses than for unimpeded poetry, and more for the
contentment and accomplishment of the intelligence than for its free and daring, or even its disinterested, play.
The last half century of his life was a phase of high formative value in English thought, but is already stamped
in intellectual history with something of what the Germans call Halbheit; and this Tennyson expresses. He
expresses the fluid theorizing which is also found in men so different as Maurice and Jowett, with their
liberalism in one case frank and in the other canny, which helped to dissolve the passing order of ideas, while
shrinking from perfect faith in speculation. Their work served education well. Thoroughly English figures,
answerable for who shall say how many well-trained minds that were in turn to train others, they help, on
retrospect, to intensify that sense of Halbheit, of which Tennyson, who stands near their group, remains the
exponent to a far larger audience than theirs. Their battles were fought less on final principles than on the
frontier-ground of this or that article...
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