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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: . . . the course of Mexican history, the geographer is in a position to point to the
prosperity of well-watered regions and to suggest a remedy in the shape of irrigation. The driest section of
Mexicos arid zone contains ample reserves of water 10 H. H. Bancroft, Native Races of the Pacific States, Vol. Ill,
p. 324. in depth. The problems of deep boring have been satisfactorily solved by modern engineering. The
conversion of Mexicos deserts into fertile tracts only awaits human enterprise. At a short distance beyond the
northern banks of the Rio Grande, the former barren environs of the town of San Antonio have been converted
into a veritable Eden within the duration of a single generation. A glimpse into the realm of pre-Columbian art
affords a pleasanter outlook. The ancient Mexicans had painters and sculptors whose work has not been
excelled among aboriginal American peoples. It is superior to the Neolithic productions of northern and central
Europe and compares well with the work of early Mediterranean civilizations. The artistic feeling of
precolumbian Mexicans reveals itself at its best, however, in the creation of exquisite feathermosaics. This
eminently national art consists in the assembling of feathers of varying sizes and hues in patterns suggested by
the artisans taste. Such work could never have been undertaken outside of the zone of tropical forests--the lair
of birds of gorgeous plumage. Hummingbirds, characterized by the metallic brilliance of their feathers, and
gaudily colored parrots were systematically exploited for their...
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